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SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CONGRESS OF NORTH AMERICA, INC.
(SMCC)
GENERAL SECRETARY'S REPORT

(July 19, 2009 to October 7, 2011)
PRESENTED TO THE GOVERNING COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT ST. THOMAS SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH, BRONX ON OCTOBER 8, 2011
Respected members of the SMCC Governing Council,

Before I get into my duty of presenting the activity report of our organization for the period July 19, 2009 to October 7, 2011 it is my immense pleasure and privilege to welcome all of you to this Governing Council meeting. I know all of you had to go through lot of pain and sacrifice to be here today. I also want to thank the dedication and commitment of each of you in strengthening SMCC and helping to accomplish the mission of our organization.

NATIONAL CONVENTION
All of us are still cherishing the memories of the well organized and conducted SMCC National Family Conference from July 17- 19 in Philadelphia. More than 750 people including adults, youth and children from across the US participated in this conference. The national conference was a great opportunity to all Syro Malabar families under our diocese to come together with family and friends and share the rich heritage and traditions of the Syro Malabar Church. This conference had the biggest youth gathering and youth involvement. The theme of the conference was "to connect between families, youth, clergy and laity". Several delegates from India also attended the conference. I would like to salute the extraordinary courtesy and hospitality of the host chapter Philadelphia. This family conference is a milestone in the history of SMCC and especially noted for the least expensive conference with maximum participation. The recipe for the delicious food served in the conference is still a mystery and challenging to our taste buds. The conference's balance sheet ended in a surplus and the SMCC National Committee received 1/3 rd (approximately $3,000) of the surplus along with our diocese and the host chapter. Congratulations to the conference spiritual director and parish vicar Rev. Fr. John Melepuram, Conference Chairman Mr. Mody Jaocb, Conference secretary Mr. Jose Maleckal, Conference committee members , all SMCC members of Philadelphia and the Parish.
ELECTION OF THE NEW OFFICE BEAREARS
On the concluding day, July 19, 2009, of the National Family Conference the National Governing Council elected the following office bearers for the next two years:

Paul Koola, NY


-
President

Thomas M. Thomas, NJ


Vice-president

Joy Kuttiyani, FL



Vice president

Joseph Kanjamala, NY


General secretary

Lyssy Alex, NY



Joint Secretary

Gerogekutty Pullappally, CA


Treasurer

Abraham Mundakal, PA


Joint Treasurer

Committee Members

Mathew Thoyalil , NY


Chair- family affairs

Jacob Kallupurakal, MA


Chair-Education, Research and bylaw

Syriac M.  Kurian, NJ



Chair- Social and cultural affairs

Jose Maleckal, PA



Chair- Youth Affairs

Bose Kurian, TX



Chair- Chairtable Affairs

Jo Jo Thomas, NY



Chair- PR and Publicity

Ex-offico

George Joseph Kottukappally


Immediate Past president

Jose Joseph




Immediate Past Secretary

Auditors

James Mukkadan, NJ

Dr. Shiny Antony, FL

Board Members

	Savy Mathew, FL
	Continuing

	Mrs. Clara Job, BX, NY
	Continuing

	Mody Jacob, PA
	Newly Elected

	Thomas Thomas Palathara, SI
	Newly Elected

	George Mathew, PA
	Newly Elected

	Dr. James Kurichi, PA
	Continuing

	Dr. Thomas Chackupurackal, (DT)
	Continuing

	Mrs. Aleykutty Francis(TX)
	Continuing

	Mr. Paul Koola (NY)
	President/Member


All the positions were uncontested and unanimously elected. I would like to thank the services of the election commission appointed by the board of directors Dr. James Kurichi, Mr. George Mathew, Mr. Jose Joseph and Mr. Jo Jo Thomas. Later, the National Executive Council was expanded to include the following individuals. The criteria for the nomination was unrepresented and under represented areas.

Joshy Valliakalam - Chicago

Cigil Plakalody- CA

REGIONAL COORDINATORS
We believe that the success of our organization depends on active chapters and members. It is important to have regional coordinators to mobilize the chapters regionally. With that idea in mind regional coordinators were appointed by the national committee as follows:

Mr. Jiby Thomas- NY/NJ and CT region

Mr. Paul Varaparambil - MA/PA/MD

COMBINED MEETING OF OUTGOING AND INCOMING BOARD AND NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
A combined meeting of the outgoing and incoming Board and National Executive Council was held on July 30, 2009 to discuss and decide on future activities and smooth transition of the SMCC administration to the new office bearers.

INTERNATIONAL LAITY ASSEMBLY IN COCHIN
SMCC Board Chair Mr.  Savy Mathew, National President Mr. Paul Koola and General Secretary Mr. Joseph Kanjamala attended the International Laity Assembly held in Syro Malabar Church's head quarters in Kakkanad, Cochin on August 13, 14 and 15th. During the assembly the office bearers met with Major Archbishop Cardinal Varkey Vithayathil and our Church's laity leaders from various countries. The prizes for the international essay competition held in connection with the National Family Conference were awarded to the winners at the International laity Assembly venue.
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

The strength of our organization is dedicated members.  To attract new members (adults and youth) to our organization. A national membership drive was organized in the month of November 2009. The inauguration and official kick off of the membership drive was conducted at the Bronx Chapter by Idukki MLA Mr. Roshy Augustine. Each chapter was requested to increase their membership to 100 members or more. I would like to congratulate all the chapters which participated in the membership drive and accomplishing the target set by the national committee. 

BY LAW COMMITTEE
A By law Committee was established on October 15, 2009 as Mr. Jacob Kallupurakal the Chairman and the following as the members of the Committee:

1) President/Secretary/Vice-presidents 2) Dr. James Kurichi 3) Mr.George Mathew 4) Mr. Shajimon Vettom 5) Mr. Mathew Thoyalil 6) Mr. Louis Mecherry 7) Mr. George Joseph Kottukapplly.
NATIONAL PROGRAMS 

In October 2009, SMCC National Executive Council approved the programs and projects for the next two years to be executed through various chapters under the guidance of National Committee. The programs and projects include:

1. SAT workshop/college advancement programs

2. Malayalam Class

3. Cultural programs

4. SMCC Bulletin -3 times a year (first issue in March 2010)

5. Tax symposium/seminars

6. Wills/401 (k) plans seminars

7. Visa camp/dual citizenship

8. August/September- Blood donation, health week

9. Voters drive

10. Matrimonial website

11. Eyeglasses and eye surgery for 1000 people in India

12. Food and cloth drive

13. Tour to Holy Land

I am glad to report that several of these programs and projects are already executed or in progress or planning stage. Congratulations to national vice-president for programs and projects Mr. Joy Kuttiyani.

MEETINGS WITH OUR PATRON H.E. MAR JACOB ANGADIATH AND SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR REV. FR. VINOD MADATHIPARAMBIL

The National President and Secretary updated our bishop and spiritual director either through face to face meetings or telephone calls on the programs and projects of SMCC, through out the reporting period. I would like to emphasis the need for our organization to work together with the Church hierarchy. In fact, our success depends on the support and guidance of our bishop, national and local spiritual directors and priests. I would like to thank our bishop and spiritual director for their support and guidance.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETINGS

During the reporting period, thirteen meetings of the National Executive Council were held. These meetings were an opportunity for the council members to express their ideas, review and approve various projects and programs, monitor the implementation of programs, evaluate our performance, brainstorm opportunities for continues development and growth of our organization.

COMBINED MEETING OF NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL/BOARD AND CHAPTER PRESIDENT/SECRETARIES MEETINGS

During the reporting period, seven combined meeting of the NEC/Board and Chapter Presidents and Secretaries were conducted. These meetings were a venue for discussing national programs and projects, national conference and opportunity for the chapters to give updates on the chapter activities.

CHAPTER PRESIDENT/SECRETARIES MEETINGS

During the reporting period, three meeting of the Chapter Presidents and Secretaries were conducted. These meetings were a venue for discussing national programs and projects and opportunity for the chapters to give updates on the chapter activities.

BLOOD DONATION DRIVE

May 23, 2010 was observed as National Blood Donation day. Various chapters organized blood donation camp through out the US. Ms. Lyssey Alex, Joint Secretary coordinated the event.
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS COMMITTEE

An ad Hoch committee to organize a young professionals forum was constituted. Mr. Jiby Thomas as appointed as the coordinator of the committee.
SMCC WEBSITE

On July 11, 2010 our long cherished dream of having a website became a reality. Our bishop H. E. Mar Jacob Angadiath launched our website (SMCCUSA. Org)  in a function held at E. Millstone (NJ) Chapter. The website includes details on our mission, programs, information on national committee, board, contacts and pictures of our past activities. Each chapter has a page dedicated to the information on the chapter activities and list of chapter office bearers. In addition, the website also provides a link to each parish website.  The website is a means of communication to the members and outsiders on our upcoming programs and projects. I would like to thank Mr. Josemon Joseph of E. Millstone Chapter for his dedication and commitment to develop this website as a volunteer service. Thanks to Mr. Jiby Thomas, E. Millstone Chapter president for working with Josemon Joseph. I urge all of you to visit the website and offer any suggestions for further enhancing the capability of the website.
TRIBUTE TO MR. ABRAHAM KANJI, PAST VICE PRESIDENT

An emergency meeting of the SMCC National Board and Executive Council was convened on August 26, 2010 to express condolences and pay tribute to Mr. Abraham Kanji, SMCC founding member and past National Vice President. SMCC National Committee also organized a memorial mass and remembrance meeting on August 8th at St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Church in the Bronx. Leaders from FOMA, FOKANA, CATHOLIC ASSOCIATIONS, CHURCH, Malayalee Associations, etc. and people from various walks of life attended the Mass and remembrance meeting to express their condolences. Mr. Georgekutty Pullappally, our treasurer and some members from Santa Anna Chapter attended the funeral held in Les Vegas.
SMCC TRI-STATE REGIONAL CONFERENCE

A one day regional conference of the SMCC Chapters in NY/NJ/CT was held on October 9, 2010 in "Saint Alphonsa Nagar", Staten Island hosted by SMCC Staten Island chapter. This was the first regional conference of this kind in SMCC history. Our beloved Bishop H.E. Mar Jacob Angadiath was the chief guest. Approximately 500 people from 165 families participated in this conference. This conference rejuvenated the Chapters and SMCC activities in the tri-state region. The National Executive Council hopes other regions will organize this kind of conference in the immediate future. I would like to congratulate and thank the conference spiritual director Rev. Fr. Joy Alappat, conference chairman Mr. Thomas Palathara, conference secretary Mr. Tom Thomas and all the members of the Staten Island Chapter and other Chapters in tri-state region.
SMCC SPONSORS A PRIEST

The profit (approximately $3,100) from the SMCC tri state regional conference held in Staten Island on October 9, 2011 was used to sponsor a priest studying in St. Thomas Apostolic Seminary in Vadavathoor, Kottayam. A check for $3,100 was handed over to Fr. Joy Alappat in January 2011 for entrusting to the seminary.
NATIONAL LEADERSHIP CAMP 2010
A half day national leadership camp was held at St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Church in Framingham, Boston, MA on November 13, 2010. The camp started with a Holy Mass and official inauguration later by Rev. Fr. Kuriakose Vadana, Pastor and Vicar of St. Thomas Church. Dr. James Kurichi and Mr. George Mathew (past presidents) lead discussion on SMCC History, OBJECTIVES and GROWTH. Mr. Bhauvk Varheese led a presentation on FUTURE OF SMCC. Rev. Fr. Paul Pinto led a session catholic leadership. The camp included interactive sessions,  questions and answers.  I would like to congratulate the Boston Chapter for a well organized leadership training camp. Thanks you Rev. Fr. Kuriakaose Vadana, Mr. Paul Varapadavil, Regional coordinator, Mr. Varghese Thomas, Chapter president, Mr. Lois Mechery, Vice President and all the members of SMCC Boston Chapter.

NATIONAL GOVERNING COUNCIL-2010

The SMCC constitution mandates at least one National Governing Council (“NGC”) meeting a year. Accordingly, a duly constituted meeting was held at St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Church in Boston. The meeting was well participated by various chapters. Following is a highlight of the meeting:
 

1. General Secretary's report (minutes of last governing council and activity report) was approved with minor changes.
2. In absence of Treasurer and his statement of income and expenses, both President and General Secretary verbally presented the financial scenario for the past year.
3. A 2-3 days National Family Conference will be organized in the North Eastern Region in  2011 summer.  However, should the diocese decides to hold a convention in conjunction with its 10th anniversary next year; SMCC will support the event and will NOT have its own Family Conference/Convention.  Final decision about diocesan convention is expected by the year end.
4. Our Bishop has agreed in principle to grant SMCC representation in the Pastoral Council.
5. The council was given an update about the fund raising raffle in progress, charity program, web site, etc.
6. The proposed  Bye-law amendment was passed
SMCC RAFFLE

In order to secure funds to support SMCC activities, a raffle was conducted. The kick off sale of the raffle was held by our Bishop on October 9, 2010 in Staten Island, NY, by buying the first ticket from the SMCC national president Paul Koola. Tickets were distributed to all chapters. The cost of one ticket was $20. The total cash prize was $5,000 which included a first prize of $3,000. The raffle draw was held at Santa Anna, CA Chapter in March 2011, in the presence of our Bishop Mar. Jacob Angadiath. The net profit from the raffle amounted to approximately $5,300. The Raffle was sponsored by Mr. Joseph Padavupurackal and Mr. Georgekutty Pullappally of Los Angeles, CA.  The raffle enabled the Chapters to earn approximately $ 930 as commission. Congratulations and thanks to Mr. Georgekutty Pullappally, Mr. Thomas M. Thomas and Mr. Joy Kuttiyani (Vice-Presidents) for taking the imitative and coordinating this project.

CONDOLENCE ON THE DEATH OF CARDINAL VITHAYATHIL
SMCC along with the entire Syro Malabar Catholic Community was deeply saddened to hear of the death of Cardinal Varkey Vithayathil, Major Archbishop of Ernakulam-Angamaly and Grand Patron of SMCC. . SMCC President, Secretary and Board Chair expressed their deepest condolences and prayers on the death of the Cardinal. They recalled with gratitude the cardinal's dedication and service to the Syro-Malabarians and SMCC
CONGRATULATIONS TO NEW MAJOR ARCHBISHOP MAR. ALENCHERRY
A meeting of SMCC national office bearers and chapter presidents held in Garfield Church on June 5, 2011 Sunday congratulated the newly elected Major Archbishop Mar Alencherry. Dr. James Kurichi delivered the congratulatory message.

KANNUM KANNADIYUM- MAJOR CHARITY PROJECT

The major charity project for this year “Kannum Kannadiyum” was officially inaugurated on June 11, 2011 by our patron and Bishop Mar. Jacob Angadiath in Chicago. National Treasurer Mr. Georgekutty Pullappally handed over a check to Mar. Angadiath towards the expenses of launching this project in Kerala in the presence of MrJoy Kuttiyani (VP), Vicar General Msgr. George Madathiparabil, SMCC past president George Joseph Kottukappally, etc.. The project is to provide free cataract surgery and eye glasses to 1000 people jointly with Rajagiri Institute in Kalamassery and major hospitals such as Little Flower, Angamaly, Chaitanya, Ernakulam, St. Joseph Kattappana, St. Gregorio’s, Parumala all dioceses and other charitable organizations in Kerala. The launching of the project in Kerala was inaugurated in on 28th August, 2011 Sunday at Pallikkara in Ernakulam District .Our beloved Bishop and Honorable patron of SMCC Mar Jacob Angadiyath inaugurated  the launched in the presence of various dignitaries  Medical camps are planned in 28 centers in different parts of Kerala  of which three are already taken place. Congratulations to Mr. Joy Kuttiyani (Vice President of projects and programs) for undertaking this huge responsibility. The funding for this project is partly from the net proceeds of the raffle. SMCC National Committee also acknowledge and thank the sponsors of this project Mr. Joe Meenamkunnel, Washington, D.C, and Mr. Jomy Zacharias, Florida.
NEW CHAPTERS

During this two year period three new chapters were formed. They are Dallas, Arizona and Atlanta. Congratulations to Vice-president for Chapter development Thomas M. Thomas.
CONDOLENCES ON THE DEATH OF NEAR AND DEAR AND FRIENDS OF SMCC MEMBERS

In various meetings, the National Executive Council expressed condolence on the death of friends and family of various SMCC members. SMCC was represented in the funeral of Cardinal Varkey Vithayathil and Mr. Joseph Angadiath brother of our Bishop.
CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

As of now SMCC has 21 chapters. Most of the chapters are active and organized various programs.  Following is a summary of various programs undertaken by the Chapters. This information is compiled from the e mails I received as national secretary or from news paper articles.  If some of your programs and activities are not included in the list below, I appologize for the oversight. This tells me that we need to implement a comprehensive monthly reporting system by the Chapters to the National Secretary.
Bronx Chapter
· Tax Seminar lead by prominent CPAs in New York area
· Census Awareness Camp and recruitment of census enumerators
· Seminars on -The effect of electronic media on family and youth
· Honoring graduates from colleges and schools
· Defensive driving classes
· Kerala day celebration jointly with Malayalam School
· Sponsored Malayalm School
· Blood donation drive
· Membership drive

· Retirement Planning seminar

· Hosted national leadership camp and governing council meeting-2011

Rockland Chapter

· Defensive driving classes

· Membership drive

Hempstead Chapter

· Fathers' day celebration
· Membership drive
Florida Chapter

· Sriragam Stage show to raise funds for the chapter
· Tax/Insurance/SAT seminar
· Blood donation drive
· Membership drive

Santa Anna Chapter

· Onam Celebration
· Mothers day celebration
· Father’s day celebration

· Independence day celebration
· Membership drive

Boston
· Indian independence day celebration
· Assumption feast
· Cash award to high school graduates
· Prizes to kids attended dance and piano classes
· Hosted National Governing Council meeting
· Membership drive
· Hosted national leadership camp and governing council meeting -2010
Staten Island
· Hosted SMCC regional conference

Garfield

· Blood donation drive
· Seminar on family relations
· Public speaking classes
· Membership drive

E. Millstone

· Blood donation drive

· Membership drive

Philadelphia

· Hosted National family conference

· Released conference souvenir

· Seminars

· Membership drive

Chicago

· OCI card camp

Baltimore
· Membership Drive

Houston

· Inauguration of 2010 activities by Sagar Bishop Chirayath

· Membership drive

I would like to thank each and every one of you for being here today. This is an important meeting of our organization where we make major decisions and evaluate our performance and look forward to the future with optimism. 
I would like to appreciate and thank the support and guidance given by H.E Bishop Mar Angadiath, Spiritual director Rev. Fr. Vinod Madathiparambil, Mr. Paul Koola, National President for his guidance, the board chair Mr. Savy Mathew, Vice chair Ms. Clara Job for their timely advice, all the national executive council members, regional coordinators and chapter presidents for their help in making my job easy.

Before I conclude my report, I would like to congratulate the Bronx Chapter for a well organized leadership training camp and National Governing Council meeting. Thanks you Rev. Fr. Jos Kandathikudy , Mr. Jose Njarakunnel, Chapter President, Mr. Sholy Kumpiluveli, General convener, and all the members of SMCC Bronx Chapter.

Thank you all.

Respectfully submitted

Joseph Kanjamala

General Secretary

SMCC
