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Projects and Programs

Syro Malabar Catholic Congress, the lay Christian organization in the Syro Malabar Diocese of Chicago is planning for great development and growth. The plans and programs developed with the vision of bringing up a new generation built on the strong base of Syro Malabar Catholic faith, fellowship and charity for the year 2010- 2011 is approved by the National Committee.  These are to be implemented in the National, Diocesan, and chapter levels.

Membership drive was organized in all the parishes in the Diocese of Chicago in November, 2009. The drive was successful as more people became registered members. The new committees assumed office in all the chapters and is working on their individual projects in the chapter level.
Education:

SMCC is organizing SAT workshops for the High School children and Preparatory Classes for the College going children in the month of February / March, 2010.
Malayalam Classes are being organized in all the parishes with special attention to those parishes where there are no classes being held so far.

SMCC wish to open KIDS CLUB with the vision of promoting and developing the creative talents in the children in our community. Coaching will be provided with special attention to music, musical instruments, classical and folk dance, public speaking and leadership skills.
Organize seminars, training classes conducted by CPA’s, Attorneys and Insurance Agents and other experts in all the chapters on tax claims, filing returns, advantages of  living and other wills, 401K and other retirement plans and benefits.

Citizenship and Charity
SMCC plans to help eligible people to obtain Overseas Citizens of India Card (OCI), Passport / Visa easily and quickly by conducting camps with the officials of Indian Embassy and Indian Consulate in the chapters.
SMCC desires to organize “BLOOD DONATION SUNDAY” with motto “DONATE BLOOD AND SAVE LIFE” in mid year of 2010 with Health Fair Seminars, Symposiums, and Discussions. 

Establish an open forum to react and respond at the religious atrocities and persecutions, gay marriage, abortion, stem cell research and to uphold social justice and human rights values that the Catholic Church upholds.


As part of our attempt to involve our youngsters in American main stream politics in the City and Municipal primary elections and to develop civic awareness among the members of our church, SMCC plans to conduct voter’s registration drive to encourage them to register in the voters list and also to take advantage of the absentee voting right. 

SMCC includes the project of providing “EYE AND EYEGLASS” for thousand cataract patients in Kerala irrespective of religion.

Youth and Faith
SMCC plans to design and manage a website to help prospective brides and bridegrooms to choose their right partners in life within the Syro Malabar Catholic Faith. 

SMCC also plans to help to increase the awareness of Church teachings among the youth through various seminars.
Organize and conduct guided tour programs (Pilgrimage to Holy Land / Holy Places) by Parish Vicars under the auspicious of SMCC. Syro Malabar Catholic Congress is planning to organize regional and national level Arts/Cultural/Literary festivals and conventions every two or three years. There are other projects also under consideration by the congress which will be finalized very soon. 
